Worship resources for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

Christ, the one Foundation of the Church (I Corinthians 3:1-23)

(The traditional week for the celebration is January 18-25)

Litany of Thanksgiving

L1
Because I love you, O my people, I was born in Bethlehem.


They called me Emmanuel, for I am God with you, for ever and ever. 

C
We praise you Lord

L2
I went down in to the Jordan where I was baptized in the water,  as a sign of the baptism in the Spirit who would come that all flesh might be purified and renewed.

C
We praise you Lord.

L1
I was led by the Spirit into the desert to confront the Tempter, to overcome him and to free you from his chains.

C
We praise you Lord.

L2
I proclaimed the good news of the reign of the Father, a reign of justice and mercy, of love and truth, peace and joy.  I accomplished the signs of the “new age,” my hands cured the sick, my presence brought peace.

C
We praise you Lord.

L1
I brought you together, little flock, as a hen gathers her chicks, as the shepherd gathers his sheep.  I wanted to take you on my shoulders and lead you into heaven.

C
We praise you Lord.

L2
I broke bread and offered new wine to forge an alliance with you and to give you life in all its fullness.  I prayed to the Father that my joy might be in you.

C
We praise you Lord.

L2
I died on a cross of wood, for the forgiveness of sins and to bring back the scattered children of the Father, and I opened the gates of hell.  On the third day I rose from the dead.

C
We praise you Lord.

L1
From my place beside the Father, I pour down upon you my holy Spirit.  He will remind you of all that I have taught you, He is the breath of life, He is light and consolation, the force of your witness and the inspiration of your prayer.  

C
We praise you Lord.

L2 
Listen to me O my people, for I am with you everyday until the end of time, that you may be one with me as I am one with my Father, that the world might believe.  Listen to my voice, my people and follow me sot that there is but one flock and one Shepherd. 

C
We praise you Lord. 

(The following confession and pardon are especially appropriate for ecumenical worship experiences.)

Confession and Pardon

L
Lord, you are peace and reconciliation!

P
Forgive us Lord, for often choosing jealousy and animosity rather than confidence and respect between churches.

L
Lord, you give us an abundance of blessings in the unity of faith!

P
Forgive us Lord, for often choosing isolation and refusing to be a blessing for each other, between churches.

L
Lord, you have given joy to the afflicted, liberation to the captives, pardon to sinners!

P
Forgive us Lord, for having closed our hands and turned our faces away from those who need help.

L
Lord, you have gathered us together as a shepherd gathers his flock and then goes to seek the one sheep that is lost!

P
Forgive us Lord, for having often strayed far from you, and pushed you away, thus underlining our divisions.

